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ever may be the object of attraction ; un-
assailed by temptations to intemperance, its
brutalizing effects never shade the pastimes
of these inoffensive people; good-nature sup-
plies the place of the constable's baton, and
every one is merry himself, without seeking
his advantages at the   price of a  neigh-
bour's inconvenience.    The scene is one of
amiable courtesy ; and if there is aught to
regret, it is to be traced to the iniquity of
the priesthood, who have demanded from
these ignorant and credulous  people, an
observance of idolatrous ceremonies, whose
antiquity,   is   sufficient  to  convince   the
people of their necessity and merit,, and
which, however degrading and demoraliz-
ing in their effects, must be regarded as
the result of opinions and interests, formed
by circumstances, in an early  and  bar-
barous stage of society; thus considered,
the poor   submissive   believers   in   their
efficacy, cannot be held responsible, in any
rational   opinion,  for   conformance  with
prescribed  ordinances,  however   horrible
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